
A Purifying Hope 

 

1 John 2:28-3:3 



1 John 2:6 

“He who says he abides in Him ought himself 

also to walk just as He walked.”  

John 14:3, if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also.   

2 Corinthians 7:1, Therefore, having these 

promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 

from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 

perfecting holiness in the fear of God.   



Why did John Chose Purity of Life? 

I. Because He Didn’t Want to Be 

Ashamed (2:28)  

A. Nothing is surer than Christ’s return. 

 - John 14:1-3, I will come again and 

receive you… 

 - Acts 1:11, … This same Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will 

so come in like manner as you saw Him 

go into heaven.” 



1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep.  

 

16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  

 

17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  



I. He Didn’t Want to Be Ashamed 

B. Christ will come when least expected. 

 - Matthew 24:44, Therefore you also be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 

an hour you do not expect.   



I. He Didn’t Want to Be Ashamed 

C. His return will occur in a moment. 

 - 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, Behold, I tell you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed—52in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.  

D. John intended to live a clean life and not be 
ashamed.  



Why did John Chose Purity of Life? 

II. Because He appreciated His 

Position (3:1) 

A. Two things that John couldn’t find words to 
express. 

 - Ephesians 3:17-19, …that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height—19to 
know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 



1 John 3:1 

“Behold what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God!”  

 - John 1:12-13, But as many as received 
Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: 13who were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 



II. Because He appreciated His 

Position 

B. John, simple fisherman yet, a child of the 

Most High God!  

C. This high position is what made John grateful. 

D. He was ready for the world’s rejection. 

E. His main desire was to be like Jesus. 

 - Peter said we are to walk in His steps. 

 - Paul said for us to be imitators of Christ. 

 - But John tells us that when He is revealed, we 

shall be like Him… (3:2) 



Why did John Chose Purity of Life? 

III. Because He Anticipated a 

Meeting with Christ.  

A. Then he would be just like Jesus. (vv.2-3) 

B. John wanted to live as close to Christ as 

possible. 

C. John longed to see His Savior. 

D. This hope kept him pure.  

E. How has the hope of Christ’s return 

changed you? 



Luke 21:34-36 

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts 
be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and cares of this life and that 
Day come on you unexpectedly.  

35For it will come as a snare on all those who 
dwell on the face of the whole earth.  

36Watch therefore, and pray always that you 
may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”  



III. He Anticipated a Meeting with 

Christ.                                

F. Are you now ready for the Lord’s 

return? 

 



Is He your purifying hope? 

Are you ready?  

 


